Dipa Sarkar, M.D., was born in a small village outside of Calcutta (Kolkata), India in 1931. She 
completed her undergraduate studies at Bethune College, Calcutta and finished her medical 
degree at the Calcutta Medical School. She began her career as a doctor as a gynecologist 
delivering more than 600 babies! After her marriage to Anil K. Sarkar, M.D., she changed her 
practice to pathology, specializing in cancer research. 


Dr. Sarkar and her husband, Dr. Anil Sarkar, finished their residency in pathology in the United 
States, and later moved to Terre Haute, Indiana in 1969. Dr. Dipa Sarkar worked as a 
pathologist in Union Hospital and in Clay County and Sullivan Hospitals. While working, she 
also taught medical and medical technology students at Indiana State University. She helped 
establish the Planned Parenthood clinic in Terre Haute as well. She retired from medical 
practice in 1990. 


However, working for the people and helping the needy became her passion after retirement. 
Dr. Dipa Sarkar was the First President of India Association of Terre Haute, and has served as 
a volunteer and as a board member with Life Line, CODA (Council on Domestic Abuse), the 
American Cancer Society, the American Red Cross, the Salvation Army, Swope Art 
Museum, the Vigo County Public Library, (where she taught English to foreign students) and 
with Catholic Charities (where she worked as a volunteer in the soup kitchen and taught the 
children about cleanliness and nutrition.) 


Dr. Dipa Sarkar received a letter of appreciation for her work from President Bill Clinton in 1996. 
She was also awarded the first “Aspire Higher” Award given by the Saint Mary of the Woods 
College in recognition of her dedication to volunteer work. Dr. Dipa Sarkar has one daughter, 
Ruma Sarkar, PhD, a lawyer who lives in Washington D. C. 


As a volunteer for the Vigo County Historical Museum, Dr. Dipa Sarkar wrote many 
biographical articles of important people of the Terre Haute area and other articles of general 
interest that were published in the local newspaper, the Terre Haute Tribune Star. This article is 
one of those articles written by her. The research information was provided to her by the Vigo 
County Historical Museum. 


